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Cloth Cat Newsletter:

December 2013

Hi

 

It’s nearly the end of the year but the work goes on and the plans

are being organised for things in January and beyond to help

support people through music in the local area. The new building

has arrived at Old Chapel and is almost ready for action, and finally

we’ll be able to move out of our cosy shoe box which has housed

us for the past 3 years.
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Thanks

 

Cloth Cat has teamed up with EduVoice,

a unique social enterprise based just

down the road from us in Holbeck, and

which allows people to raise money for

their school, nursery, community group

or charity (as well as themselves)

through completing short surveys online.

Subscribe Share Past Issues RSSTranslate



New courses

Well, it’s been all hands to the pump sorting out the new

programme of music courses for January but finally I think

we’re getting there. We’ve got some new ones in there too

to support you in your music making so whether you’re

already involved in music, or wanting to develop further, or

are looking for new creative outlets for the New Year, then

they are a great way of building your skills and confidence

as well as meeting like minded people to form friends and

to collaborate with. Don’t forget, the courses are entirely

FREE if you’re on any means tested benefit. Otherwise, it

still only works out at £2.15 per hour of learning. Here’s

what’s on offer next term:

 

Ableton Live 

DJing: The Basic Concepts 

An Introduction to Music Production-High Standards for

Home Studio 

Introduction to Guitar 

Developing Your Guitar Playing 

Live Sound Engineering 

The Essential Guide to Being In A Band

Sing YOUR Song (vocal development)

Song Writing

Fun with Hand Drumming and Percussion

Ukulele for Beginners

Intermediate Ukulele

 

You can find all the details on our website

at: http://www.clothcatleeds.org.uk/php/planned.php

 

You can enrol on most of them on the WEA website now

EduVoice originally started out as a

fundraising scheme for school. From the

understanding that parents

have less time nowadays to support

their child’s education and some even

struggle to provide a small amount of

financial support. Through EduVoice,

parents could support the school by

completing short surveys online and

donating some or all of the incentives

gained, in their own home and in their

own time.

 

It’s easy to get involved and there is no

obligation.

The process to start raising money is

simple.

Sign up to the scheme via

www.eduvoice.co.uk and receive

a start-up pack.

People are sent information by the

school or community group.

Anyone over the age of 16 is able

to join EduVoice. Parents with

children aged 11-15 are able to

invite their child to take part, giving

their consent once they are

registered.

Once registered, people will

receive emails inviting them to

complete short questionnaires

online.

Surveys pay between 50p and £3

and the minimum amount a

person can donate is 50%,

keeping the other 50% for

themselves - They can increase

this to 100% to the charity if they

wish.

 

They have been conducting research

with educational institutions and charities

for over 8 years and are specialists in

research into children, young people and

education and have a history of working

with schools and community groups,

conducting surveys and research

projects as a way to helping them raise



at: https://enrolonline.wea.org.uk/online/coursesearch.aspx

 

You are entitled to FREE tuition if you are in receipt of or

are dependent upon someone in receipt of:

Job seekers' allowance

Council tax benefit

Working tax credit

Income support

Housing benefit

Pension Guarantee Credit

Income-related Employment Support Allowance PROOF

OF STATUS WILL BE REQUIRED.

It is also really important that you’re able to commit to the

entire length of the course

 

If you need any more information then please don’t hesitate

to get in touch, either by email

at mike@clothcatleeds.org.uk or by phone on            

0113-244-2773

Gigs

The Mos Eisley Cantina

It’s the last Mos Eisley Cantina of the

year at The Chemic Tavern this

Thursday, and although we won’t be

having the Open Mic we will be having a

night of music from the World of Cloth

Cat, with a sample of those bands who

have been involved with us over the year

and beyond! We’ll have:

money.  They work with a wide range of

schools, universities and charities from

all across the UK as well as others such

as:

1.   Department for Education (DfE)

2.   Skills Funding Agency

3.   Institute of Education 

4.   NSPCC 

 

If you’re a school or charity and want to

register with EduVoice, please mention

that you heard about them through Cloth

Cat and they will donate an extra £25.00

to us for recommending you to them.

We had a meeting with them as we

were waiting for the ‘catch’ but so far we

don’t seem to have found one! So

please sign up and you’ll be able to earn

money for yourself whilst ensuring that

money is also being donated to Cloth

Cat to help us deliver our activities to

people around Leeds. Thank you!

Out Of The Jam

Now that the new building at Old Chapel

is up and running we’re going to be

organising the ‘Out Of The Jam’ day. If

you’re looking for a band to join, or you’re

already in a band but looking for an extra

or new member then this will be just for

you. You’ll get the chance to chat with

other musicians and singers, find out

more about what they play, their

influences, and whether you actually get

on with them. The rehearsal studios will

be available for you to jam through some

songs and discover if you gel as a unit.

We’re looking at running this on

Saturday 15th February 1.00 - 5.00pm at

Old Chapel Studios. The address is:



Les Vegas & The International Playboys

of Rhythm

Rockadile

Speed Dinosaurs

The Blind Dead McJones Band

The Big Easy

 

Doors open at 7.15pm and as ever, it will

be FREE in although we’ll be doing a

whipround for all the acts on the night.

 

The Open Mic will return at The Chemic

on Thursday 9th January.

 

Instrumental

We had a great night down at The Old

Bar in the Leeds University Students

Union at the end of November when we

took Instrumental out on the road. I ended

up walking around with an elephant too

which was a first! Many thanks to Lucy,

Cassie and all the Mind Matters team for

accommodating us and Si Micklewright

for helping us out with our PAT testing at

the 11th hour! Hopefully we’ll be running

some more down there in the New Year.

 

We’ll be back at Inkwell on Friday 3rd

January where we’ll have lots of great

entertainment including:

The MoMos

Sally Seven

Dylan Brierley

The Acoustic Duo

 

It’s £3.00 in on the door which opens at

7.00pm. All money raised will go, as

usual, to help run mental health projects

around Leeds.

 

Hair Of The Dog

We’re going to get 2014 off with a bang

with a night of partying at The Brudenell

Social Club on Saturday 4th January

where we’ll be having some great bands

including:

Stompadelic – imagine a funky Doors

and top entertainment

The Millionnaire Porn Barons – Leeds

The Old Chapel

1 Crossland Court

Czar Street

Holbeck

Leeds               LS11 9PR

Wetherby Young Offenders Project

We are over the moon that we have

been granted just over £4000  from the

Leeds Music Education Partnership to

run music workshops with some of the

longer term young offenders as a part of

the rehabilitation process. We want to

help them turn their lives around, and get

them to follow a positive direction in life

so they will be more well adjusted people

when they leave the institution. We’re

going to give them the chance to access

playing live music under the guidance of

our experienced mentors, learning

musical skills and teamwork, and

hopefully inspire them to become

positive role models

Featured Artist: Vue-X Transition

We thought it would be a really nice idea

to include a ‘Featured Artist’ section

each month which would include a band

or musician who we are currently

working with to showcase real people



party band playing lots of your favourite

pop tunes. Always a good spectacle and

normally dressed up to the nines!

Plato’s Jacuzzi – If you can make any

sense of them then you’re a better

person than me! Find them here:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Platos-

Jacuzzi/172462759489149 but generally

they are quite psychedelic and have been

playing for 30 years. The band used to

include Ron Tree who went on to play

with Hawkwind and more recently with

The Hawklords.   

RIP Chris Maguire

We were really sad to hear of the recent

death of Chris Maguire who volunteered

for Cloth Cat, came to our gigs and went

making tangible music that are being

supported through Cloth Cat. This

month, we can introduce Vue-X, the

brainchild of Stuart Niven who describes

himself as playing ‘Euro synth’. All his

music is produced entirely on the

synthesiser without the aid of

computers. We came across Stuart at

Inkwell before one of the Instrumental

evenings there and were impressed with

his enthusiasm and dedication despite

being confronted by a number of barriers

in life.  Stuart says was an active

musician in the 1908s, finding inspiration

from the new wave of electronic groups

such as The Human League and

Depeche Mode, however he gave up,

before recently returning to his love.

“I had a period of not playing,” he says.

“But then a friend bought me a little

Casio keyboard and  I just got playing

again and I have kept moving onwards

and upwards. I can make the

synthesiser come alive.” You can find

one of his tracks on YouTube here:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=ir5YU8OrFeI

Thanks

We’d just like to say a massive thanks to

everyone who has been involved in Cloth

Cat this year including all the volunteers,

tutors, mentors, the brilliant bands and

musicians that have played for us,

anyone who has donated things to us,

those who have given us advice and

support. We’re only a small charity and

generally struggle on the funding side of

things so without everyone’s help we

wouldn’t be able to do the valuable things

we do in Leeds, we think that music is

just such a brilliant means to help

people. It’s been a cracking year again

but please keep in touch and please

spread the word about what we do. We

hope to see you soon whether it’s on a

course, at a gig or one of our other

projects.

 



on a couple of our courses. Chris was a

really lovely person and a massive

music fan. For many years he was

involved in promoting bands such as

Angelic Upstarts especially in the punk

scene and through Rock Against

Racism. He was a musician himself and

played in a band some time ago. He

wore his heart on his sleeve and was a

political activist and lobbied for people

living in disadvantage one way or

another, volunteering and working for a

number of different charitable

organisations. Having not being well in

recent years, he was taken to a tribunal

by Atos and won! The judge even told

them to leave him alone. We’re sorry

that he won’t be passing by any more

and that the World is a worse off place

without him. 

Merry Christmas and have a Happy New

Year from everyone at Cloth Cat!


